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DELEGATED AGENDA NO  5 

 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 18 JUNE 2014 

 REPORT OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR, 

DEVELOPMENT AND NEIGHBOURHOOD 

SERVICES 

 
14/1212/COU 
The Old Vicarage, Morrison Street, Stillington 
Change of use from dwelling house (use class C3) to a children's home (use class C2)  
 
Expiry Date:  4 July 2014 
 
UPDATE REPORT 
 
This report is provided as an update to the main report.  It includes additional consultation 
responses received and additional considerations.  

 
Residents comments 
Additional objections have been received from: 
Dr Larson, Nyhem, Whitton 
Susie Bean, 4 Jasper Grove, 
Victoria Brown, 28 St Johns Park, 
Alex Hakes, indicated as being the Chairman of ‘Action for Stillington Vicarage. 
Jaqualine Elliott, 4 Weare Grove, Stillington 
K Broatch, 30 West Street, Stillington 
Manson, 10 Bellsmoor Close, Stillington 
Matthew Parker, 36 West Street, Stillington 
Michael Kirk, 4 Weare Grove, Stillington 
Marilyn Spence, 6 West Street, Stillington 
Robert Wilson, 4 Mount Pleasant, Stillington 
Victoria Brown, 28 St Johns Park, Stillington 

 
Residents have suggested that there should be a full public scrutiny and public acceptance of the 
process of the council purchasing properties in this manner, before permission is granted.  
 
The council were copied into a letter from Mr Hakes to Councillors and the Parish Council which 
raises a number of concerns about the position of the home adjacent to the school, the risks that 
are considered to arise as a result, taking into account overlooking windows and the position of the 
schools playground and other matters previously deleted in the main report.  
 
Comments have been raised in relation to; 

• the number of bedrooms the property has,  

• that there will be a bedroom provided on the third floor,  

• the level of parking and lack of turning for an ambulance within the site,  

• lack of amenities at Stillington  

• volume of traffic,  

• the way in which the property was purchased 

• remoteness of Stillington, lack of services and the need for children to be located near to 
family and services.  

 
Deputy Chief Constable of Cleveland Police  
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Comments appended in full to this update report.  
 
SBC – Children, Education & Social Care (CESC).   

In the year 2013-14, from a cohort of 381 children, 17 young people committed a total of 33 
offences. 
Of these: 

o 7 were placed out of borough 
o 6 were placed at Princess Avenue 
o 2 were placed in a children’s home within the Borough similar to the type of home 

which is the subject of this application 
o 1 was living at home with parents 
o 1 was living with foster carers 

Therefore, for the last financial year, out of 381 children, there were only 2 children that 
offended whilst living in a care home similar to the Spark of Genius model.   

 
 
Material Planning Considerations 
 
The majority of additional comments received have already been considered as part of the main 
report.  Comments relating to the purchasing process of the property are considered to not affect 
the suitability of the use and therefore carry little weight in the determination of this application.  
 
Comments from the Deputy Chief Constable (appendix. 1) have been made to clarify the position 
of the police and highlight that the police had no intentions of raising any objections to the 
application on the basis that the local authority shared the details of how they intend to operate the 
home and the care that would be taken in selecting people to reside at the premises. The 
comments advise that it is important to recognise that the proposal will provide long term care and 
that the council already have 4 long term care homes within the Borough, at which, police 
attendance is infrequent and significantly less than some of the shorter term intake units.  The 
Deputy Chief Constable has indicated that with continued good management and proper risk 
assessment of individuals being placed in the home, Cleveland Police can foresee no reason why 
these facilities or their residents should adversely affect levels of crime and disorder in the locality.   
 
The additional comments from CESC reflect matters relating to offences being committed by 
looked after children that Stockton Council is responsible for. These are considered to portray that 
offences by children from a similar type of home to that being proposed are limited.  The points 
raised by both the police and CESC are considered to be informative. 
 
Conclusion 
The additional comments raised are noted and are considered to not alter the recommendation in 
the main report or the associated conditions.  
 
Recommendation 
That the application be determined in accordance with the recommendation in the main report.  
 
Corporate Director of Development and Neighbourhood Services 
Contact Officer Mr Andrew Glossop   Telephone No  01642 527796   
 
WARD AND WARD COUNCILLORS 
Ward :  Western Parishes,   Ward Councillor  Councillor Andrew Stephenson 
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Appendix. 1.  Confirmation letter from Cleveland Police detailing the Force’s considerations to the 
proposal.  
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